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SUBJECT: TERRORISM: LEBANESE GROUP DEMANDS FOR HOSTAGE 
RELEASE 

REF: BEIRUT 7649 

1 . APPRECIATE STEPS YOU HAVE TAKEN WITH VARIOUS AUTHORI- 
TIES IN LEBANON TO DEAL WITH EXTORTIONIST DEMAND. WE 
AWAIT WITH INTEREST RESPONSES OF THESE AUTHORITIES. 

2. MEANWHILE. YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT WE SHARE SKEPTICISM 
YOU EXPRESSED IN BEIRUT 7643 ON AUTHENTICITY OF EXTORTION 
LETTER. CONSIDERED JUDGMENT OF OUR EXPERTS IN SUCH MAT- 
TERS IS THAT LETTER IS MOST PROBABLY A HOAX. UNLESS 
LEBANESE AUTHORITIES COME UP WITH SIGNIFICANT NEW INFORMA- 
TION OR THERE ARE OTHER STARTLING DEVELOPMENTS, WE DO NOT 
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ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT TERRORISTS OR RESPOND TO THEIR 
REQUEST TO PUT NOTICE IN LOCAL PAPER. 

3. WHILE OUR PRESENT THINKING IS THAT THIS IS A HOAX, 

THERE IS STILL POSSIBILITY THAT PERPETRATOR OF THIS ACT MAY 
TRY TO ESTABLISH FURTHER HIS CREDIBILITY BY SENDING 

EMBASSIES BEIRUT (OR NICOSIA) MUTILATED ORGAN. SUGGEST 
EMBASSIES ARRANGE ON CONTINGENCY BASIS WITH MEDICAL 
PATHOLOGIST TO HAVE SUCH ORGAN ANALYZED URGENTLY AS TO ON- 
SET OF DEATH AND CHARACTER IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
IT MATCHES TIME-FRAME OF ABDUCTORS DEMANDS. SUCH INFORMA- 
TION MAY NOT PROVE CONCLUSIVELY AUTHENTICITY OF EXTORTION 
LETTER BUT IT COULD BE CLUE WHICH WE SHOULD TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT IN DECIDING WHETHER TO PROCEED FURTHER. KISSINGER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INVESTIGATIONS, TERRORISTS, THREATS, EXTORTION, HOSTAGES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE238149 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LDHECKJJG 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D760362-0164 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760920/aaaaaqwn.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY <MCM 20040528 CORRECTION:-; ONLY, EXDIS 

Reference: 76 BEIRUT 7649 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <22 APR 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> MCM 20040528 

Subject: TERRORISM: LEBANESE GROUP DEMANDS FOR HOSTAGE RELEASE 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, LE, US, RHAIL, RON HAVLEN ARVOZEN INST LEBANON 
To: BEIRUT 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



